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With most of the votes counted, the Tribunal Supremo Electoral (TSE) announced that Frente
Republicano Guatemalteco (FRG) candidate Alfonso Portillo had defeated governing Partido de
Avanzada Nacional (PAN) candidate Oscar Berger in the Nov. 7 presidential election. Neither
candidate, however, won the required 50% to avoid a second-round election.
The TSE tally shows Portillo with 47.9% of the vote and Berger with 30.3%. In third place with 12.3%
was Alvaro Colom of the left-of-center Alianza Nueva Nacion (ANN), which includes the former
guerrilla organization Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca (URNG). The remaining votes
were spread among smaller parties. The two leading candidates will face each other in the runoff
election Dec. 26. The TSE estimated that more than half of the nation's 4.5 million registered voters
had gone to the polls.
The observer mission of the Organization of American States (OAS) said the elections were "clean,
free, and transparent," although the TSE reported more violence than in any elections in its 16- year
history. Portillo said that he expected to take more than 50% in the first round but that he was ready
to deliver another "knockout" if necessary. Portillo lead by a comfortable margin in pre-election
opinion polls, but in the final days of the campaign Berger closed the gap with strong support from
voters in the capital to force a runoff.
Portillo considers himself a Marxist and had sympathy for the leftist guerrillas during the civil war.
He is now the candidate of the right-wing party headed by retired Gen. Efrain Rios Montt, who
won a congressional seat in this election. Rios Montt ruled Guatemala briefly in 1982-1983 and is
most clearly remembered for the scorched-earth policy he ordered against suspected guerrillas that
wiped out entire villages. Human rights organizations consider his policy an act of genocide.
Political analysts describe Portillo as a populist who has won support with promises of conducting
a tough law-and-order campaign against rampant crime. The revelation that he had killed two men
in an altercation in Mexico in 1972 (see NotiCen, 1999-09-23) may have even boosted his image as a
crime fighter. One of his campaign ads on television said, "A man who can defend his own life can
defend yours." Portillo also promised to resolve the murder of Bishop Juan Gerardi (see NotiCen,
1999-10-21) or resign the presidency, though he did not give himself a deadline.
Analysts also suggest Portillo's strong showing comes in part from disappointment with President
Alvaro Arzu's failure to carry out all the peace accords, which were supposed to eliminate some
of the social and economic inequalities that fueled the civil war. Portillo has denied he will be
the mouthpiece for Rios Montt and has made the usual promises to fight crime and poverty.
However, his pledge to bring about national reconciliation seems ambiguous to some. It could
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mean he intends to adhere closely to the 1996 peace accords, which would require breakthrough
achievements in land reform and social policies, or it could mean pacifying the military by dropping
criminal trials for human rights violations during the civil war. Now calling himself a social
democrat, Portillo has renounced any government intervention in the economy. Consequently,
many analysts do not expect any major shift from neoliberal economic policies.
But in a press interview following the election, Portillo said as president he would balance Marxism
and capitalism to solve the country's economic problems. "The solution is to choose the best
of socialism and capitalism. Therefore, from the economic point of view, I identify with social
democracy," Portillo said. "What Marx did was expose capitalist exploitation....In that sense, I still
believe Marx's position is valuable, and I identify myself with it."

Conservative candidates look for alliance with the left
Colom's third-place finish gives the ANN considerable influence in deciding who wins the second
round. Berger could win if he could forge an alliance with the ANN and other parties. Both Berger
and Portillo say they would consider an alliance with the left. Portillo says the left has more in
common with his party than the PAN because of his Marxist tendencies. But Jorge Soto, leader of the
URNG, said that if the ANN had to support one of the two rightist parties it would choose the one
that guarantees full compliance with the peace accords.
Political analyst Manfredo Marroquin said the ANN would likely favor the PAN because Arzu
signed the peace accords. He said an alliance with the FRG was unlikely because of Rios Montt's
record in human rights. Portillo's party will take control of Congress Whoever wins in the second
round will have a legislature dominated by FRG deputies. Of the 113 seats in Congress, the FRG
won 64, needing only 57 to hold the majority. The PAN took 37 and the ANN 10. The remaining seats
have yet to be decided. With its legislative majority, the FRG could make Rios Montt president of the
Congress. [Sources: The Washington Post, 11/07/99; Notimex, 11/03/99, 11/08/99, 11/09/99; Excelsior
(Mexico), 11/10/99; Associated Press, 11/08/99, 11/10/99; Excelsior (Mexico), 11/10/99; Prensa Libre
(Guatemala), 11/08/99, 11/09/99, 11/10/99, 11/11/99;]
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